
Contrabands and Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial
Design Competition 2008

Louverture General Hospital,

Alexandria, Va. December 27, 1864

To Major Edwin Bentley,

Surgeon in Charge

Sir, we the undersigned Convalescents of Louverture Hospital & its Branches and soldiers of the U.S. army, learning that 
some dissatisfaction exists in relation to the burrial of colored soldiers, and feeling deeply interested in a matter of so great 
importance to us, who are a part and parcel with the white soldiers in this great struggle against rebellion, do hereby ex-
press our views, and ask for a consideration of the same.

We learn that the government has purchased ground to be used exclusively for Burrial of soldiers of the United States Army, 
and that the government has also purchased ground to be used for the burial of contrabands, or freedmen, so called, that 
the former is under the controll of Capt Lee, A.Q.M. U.S.A. The latter under the controll of Rev. A. Gladwin, Superintendent 
of Contrabands. We are not contrabands, but soldiers of the U.S. Army, we have cheerfully left the comforts of home, and 
entered into the field of conflict, fighting side by side with the white soldiers, to crush out this God insulting, Hell deserving 
rebellion.

As American citizens, we have a right to fight for the protection of her flag, that right is granted, and we are now sharing 
equally the dangers and hardships in this mighty contest, and should shair the same privileges and rights of burial in every 
way with our fellow soldiers, who only differ from us in color,

To crush this rebellion, and establish civil, religious, & political freedom for our children, is the hight of our ambition. To 
this end we suffer, for this we fight, yea and mingle our blood with yours, to wash away a stain so black, and destroy a Plot 
so destructive to the interest and Properity of this nation, as soldiers in the U.S. Army. We ask that our bodies may find a 
resting place in the ground designated for the burial of the brave defenders, of our countries flag;

It has been said that the colored soldiers desire to be burried in the Contrabands Cemetary, we have never expressed such a 
desire, nor do we ask for any such distinction to be made, but in the more pertinant language of inspiration we would say, 
(Ruth 1:16-17) “Entreat me not to leave thee, for whither thou goest I will go and where thou fightest I will fight, and where 
thou diest I will die, and there will I be burried,” and for this, your humble petitionars will ever pray, the unaminous voice 
of our Soldiers was given, and their names herin enrolled,

First Ward.

Jessie Anderson
	



Sergt
Co C 23rd U.S.C.T
Joseph Ross
	
Priv
Co B 29th U.S.C.T
Amos Jackson
	
Priv
Co G 8th U.S.C.T
Duncan Gibbs

Priv
Co B 43rd U.S.C.T
William Johnson

Priv
Co A 43rd U.S.C.T
William Hackitt
	
Priv
Co D 19th U.S.C.T
John Turner
	
Priv
Co M Mich C.T
Charles Dolley
	
Priv
Co F 23rd U.S.C.T
William Millander
	
Corp
Co A 29th U.S.C.T
Thomas Hyman

Priv
Co A 29th Conn C.T
Patrick Johnson
	
Corp
Co H 19th U.S.C.T
Milton Airey
	
Corp
Co A 43rd U.S.C.T
Daniel Williams

Sergt
Co D 7th [?] D.C.C.T
John Cooper

Priv
Co G 30th U.S.C.T
John E. Hyman
	
Sergt
Co H 37th [?] U.S.C.T
Richard Jackson

Priv
Co H 39th U.S.C.T
William F. Loucks
	
Priv
Co H 28th U.S.C.T
Russell Thomas

Priv
Co B 20th U.S.C.T
Joseph Clark
	
Priv
Co A, Va Home Guard
Alexr Wright
	
Priv
Co G 5th Mass Cavl
James Wilson
	
Sergt
Co C, 37th [?] U.S.C.T
Frank Paine
	
Priv
Co C 29 U.S.C.T
Joseph Hood
	
Priv
Co C 30th Conn C.T

Ward Third

Serg Wm Green
	
William Williams

Wm Conner
Henry Clark

Samuel Holloway

Robert Deyo

Alexander Ebb

Anthony Selvy 1

John Brown
	
Anthony Selvy 2

Eli Brett

John Smith

John Horton

Jefferson Watts

David Grimes

John Green

William Wood
	
Nathaniel Lawson

Isaac Ford
	
Charles Coonick

Peter Simpson

George P. Reynols

John Lewis

Benj Hollingsworth

Samuel Bateman

Paul Murray

Louis Scott

Isaac Still

David Jones
	
James Downs

Edward Stepney

John Thompson

William Body

Toby Trout

Elias C. Thompson
	
Charles Brown

John Turner
	
James Meade

Sheppard Currey

William Ross

William Lee
	
Columbus Jones

Louis Green

Richard Jones



Joseph Carr
	
Miah [?] T. Sparrowgrass

Daniel J. Bryant
	
John Lander

[Fourth Ward?]

Samuel W. Fairfax
	
George Branson

Jefferson Henly

Robert Mathews

Samuel Johnson

Lee Allan

William S. White
	
George H. Smith

John White
	
Asa Carr

James M. Smith
	
Joseph Miner

William Hartwood
	
James H. Smith

Isaac W. Stillgess
	
James Henson

Lewis Miller

Fieldon Walker

Samuel Gleanes
	
William Fisher

Daniel Thomas
	
John Hall

William Taylor
	
George Cudgel

Benjamin Eadlin

Joseph Lewis

John Blakey

William W. Phillips

Hamaff Davies
	
Paul Sandridge

Jerry Duckins

James Henry

Thompson Hay

Nathaniel Carrington

John Rice
	
Daniel Reid

John Haligood
	
Daniel Brown

James Hammonds
	
Laranzes Hill

Wm. H. Stansbury
	
John Barrack

William Underwood

Samuel Cole

Jerry Miles
	
John Chrestapher

French Manefey
	
Alfred Lamer

Robert Walken

Elijah Miller

Antoine Vanwinkle

	
Ward 5

Wm P Thompsson
	
James H Singleton

Wm Pury

John Cook

Wm Seals
	
Barney Osbourne

Wm Brooks
	
Samuel Forman

Wm Burke
	
Moses Burt

Wm Hiskins

Charles Brokeos

Wm Thomas
	
Daniel Hanson

Joseah Hooker
	
David T Scott

John Wells
	
Joseph W Edwards

Franklin Smith
	
John King

John H Murphy
	
John French

Samuel Bell
	
Elias Hall

Adam Bentley
	
John Baties

Joseph Williams

Calvin Rice

George Bailey

Joseph Jackson

Allen Bolden

Samuel N. Barber

Joseph Justin
	



Alexander Jinkson

Jackson James
	
Samuel Scott

Benj Jones
	
John Clark

Charles Jones
	
Joseph Martin

Archibald Anderson
	
Joseph Mortin

Chancalor Dickerson
	
Chancalor Dickerson

Joseph Molton
	

6 Ward, Louverture Hospital

Sergt Alfred Carroll
	
Isaac Bibbins

Sergt Garrett Jefferson
	
Helling Bruce

Sergt John Major [?]

Frank Jackson

Sergt Abraham Johnston
	
Steven Vance

Jenkins Young
	
John Christeen

James Hanffeild
	
Asbury Harris

Thomas Brenink
	
Henry Gant

David […] ens
	
William Jackson

William H. Clay

Lebbias Wright

John Briggs
	
Mortimer Wright

Andrew Thompson
	
Alonzo Saraga

William Brown
	
Isaac Clark

William Crawford
	
Jacob Warren

Nathaniel Chase
	
George Jones

Wilbert Jackson
	
William Thomas

Charles Lewis
	
Loyd James

Nelson Hunt
	
Charles Dualls [?]

Frances James
	
Isaha Douglass

Charles Diggs
	
Isaak Douglas
	
Charles [illegible]

[Seventh Ward]

James Oneal

Solomon King
	
Henry C. Todd

Elijah Enty
	
John Wills

Gabrel Enty
	
Alfred Bolden

John Green
	
George Evens

Jefferson Harris
	
Isac Heiren

Alexander Johnson
	
Alexander Cornish

Reuben Pollard
	
Levi Nelson

Andrew Tonzal

George Washington

Samuel Smith
	
Joshua Burrel

Peter Dyer
	
William H. Carter

Francis Meeds
	
Levi Beer

Daniel Barrett
	
Robert Green

John Terral
	
Lewis Deshield

John S. Smith

John Lankford

James Brewster
	
Isac Mattee

Niclas Clark
	
Charles H. Butler

Thomas Mcwinfield
	
Francis Deal

John Johnson
	
James Logan



Benjamin Niclosson
	
Samuel Smith

Philop Wilkins
	
Charles Mccown

Hireiser Jackson
	
Charles C. Williams

George W Bratcher
	
John H. Champlain

John Jackson
	
Andrew Jackson

Charles Baoan [?]
	
William Brogden

William H. Dorsy
	
Littleton Spence

James H. Parker
	
Henry C. Clay

Serg Anthony N Davis
	
James R Slater

Robert Grey

Jacb Barclay

James A Tomey
	
Emanuel Richland

Spencer Small
	
Wm Hughes

Solomon Coursey
	
Wm H. Tompsom

Arther Elise
	
Anthony Gregg

Alexander Burton
	
Thomas Grant

Oscar Gregory
	
Robert Boardley

John Scott
	
Benjamin Malone

Terry Snowden
	
Thomas Ditto

John Custus
	
Wm Warren

Edward King
	
George Scott

Joseph Sterling
	
James H Brown

Rufus Germain
	
Jefferson Floyd

Abram Reding
	
James Jackson

George W. Hawkins
	
James St Dany

Henrey Moten
	
Andrew J. Cooper

Edmond Mayers
	
Benjamin Welsh

David Rochester
	
Serg Isaac Porter

Wm De Graff
	
George Carr

Carter Moore
	
George Jackson

Joseph Freeland
	
Peter Julius

Woolston Hickerson
	
Serg George W. Potter

Frank Day
	
Edward Hall

Holliss Mathews

Barclay Holmes

Wm P. Smith
	
Sterling Love

9 Ward

Wassella Eamas [?]
	
William Harles

Jery lisle
	
Charles haris

Joseph Deshallo

Augustus bagdon

Charls Agago
	
Moses G. Wilson

Charley lane
	
Josiah Thomas

William braun
	
Isah Williams

Charls j Denis

Charles Smith

John D Smith
	
William Williams

William StrawDer
	
Marchel Hamand

Bales More
	
Moses nelson

Peter Frasure



Oliver W Scott

Robert Johnson
	
Ellick Sander Joshua

Richard Brown
	
James Elsie

Humphry Mcdowell
	
Nickaus Duffin

Charls Anderson
	
Charles H Lewis

Edward Stewart
	
William Ray

Jacob Murray
	
Robert Brown

Squier Willson
	
Samuel Smith

Lewis Martin
	
Thornton Lamount

George W hall
	
John Morgan

George Washington

Samuel Steel

Henry Linsy

John Liverpool

Frank usem [?]
	
Georg Dugalas

Samuel Bond

Joshua Williams

[Second or Tenth Ward?]

Sergt Richard Dericks
	
Daniel Waters

Corp George W. Hazel
	
Garrison Cuff

George Watson

James Degroot

Ransom Jones
	
John Porter

Frederick Proctor
	
Joseph Winsler [?]

John Portor
	
John Ready

Thomas Brinkly
	
Levi Mapp

Wm Paige
	
John Boyd

Thos Coleman
	
William Norman

Albert Cheatham
	
Henry Snowden
	
Miles Case
	
Richard Gilbert
	
Henry H Tabbot
	
Jeanie Truit

Alexander Tubman
	
George Bruner

Jefferson Finley
	
Edmond Garret
	
Wm Brown
	
John Andrews
	
John Thompson
	
Henry Cotton
	

Robt R S Richardson Sergt Maj
	
Frank Mason
	
Joseph Sulivan
	
Chas Hall
	
James Qualls [?]
	
Samuel Blaney
	


